Multi-year results from the Northeast Research Farm suggest that mid-April to mid-May planting dates produce top soybean yields if soil conditions are ideal. Research farm trials have also shown that soybeans yield similarly over a wide range of seeding rates and harvest populations. Based on these results, some producers are planting soybeans as soon as spring field conditions allow, with a seeding rate of 150,000 to 175,000 seeds/acre. The yield response of modern varieties to early planting raises questions about expanding the soybean planting season to late March or early April when conditions allow. Producers considering early planting recognize the risk of stand losses caused by seedling diseases in cooler soils. In 2000 and 2002, a soybean "planting date x seed treatment" study was initiated to evaluate yield response of an adapted, highyield variety to very early planting. Research objectives are to determine if fungicide seed treatments are needed to maintain high yields across several early planting dates.
Introduction
Multi-year results from the Northeast Research Farm suggest that mid-April to mid-May planting dates produce top soybean yields if soil conditions are ideal. Research farm trials have also shown that soybeans yield similarly over a wide range of seeding rates and harvest populations. Based on these results, some producers are planting soybeans as soon as spring field conditions allow, with a seeding rate of 150,000 to 175,000 seeds/acre. The yield response of modern varieties to early planting raises questions about expanding the soybean planting season to late March or early April when conditions allow. Producers considering early planting recognize the risk of stand losses caused by seedling diseases in cooler soils. In 2000 and 2002, a soybean "planting date ¥ seed treatment" study was initiated to evaluate yield response of an adapted, high-yield variety to very early planting. Research objectives are to determine if fungicide seed treatments are needed to maintain high yields across several early planting dates. Table 1 .
Materials and Methods

Results and Discussion
Soybean yields were less on the mid-May planting dates, whereas earlier planting dates yielded similarly. A soybean yield response to fungicide seed treatments was not statistically significant (P>0.05) when averaged across all planting dates or individual plantings for either year. A trend toward a yield increase of 0.8 to 1.9 bushel/acre was noted with seed fungicide treatments in 2000 and 2002 on the mid-April planting dates. However, the fungicide seed treatment was not statistically significant, possibly due to ideal early soybean growth conditions in both years. Yield trends suggest that fungicide seed treatments may be a valuable risk management tool for very early-planted soybeans in northern Iowa, particularly in fields with a history of severe seedling disease pressure and less than ideal planting conditions. Depending on planting date, soil conditions, and field history, producers will need to decide whether the $4-5/acre seed treatment cost can be justified.
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